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It has been reported this week that Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has been suffering from an unknown ailment and was being treated in a special facility in France for it.  Mr. Arafat is both one of the most hated and revered leaders on the planet.  As leader of the PLO, an organization dedicated to the destruction of Israel and the use and support of worldwide terrorism, he has made many enemies of all persuasions.  The Israelis would have obliterated him if the political, social, and economic consequences weren't so great.  Others in his PLO as well as competing terrorist organizations have frequently been at odds with him and follow different agendas.  Victims of his deadly campaigns have family members who have had justice denied to them.  Other Arab leaders have considered him a thorn in their side for decades.  In other words, motives and suspects who wish him dead abound.  The lack of forthrightness and information by the authorities, associates and governments only fuel speculation about the cause of his potentially terminal condition.

 

It was earlier reported that Arafat was being treated for an unusual condition that reduced his blood platelets to dangerous levels.  It has now been reported that he also had symptoms of extreme weakness, nausea, stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea and was comatose. His blood tests showed "abnormalities".  A vague suggestion of an infection from a gall bladder condition that he was treated for last year has been floated.  But when taken all together, the symptomology is more consistent with the effects of high intensity radiation exposure a la Karen Silkwood and Kerr-McGee.  If this is the case, it could be explained by someone surreptitiously exposing or dosing the PLO leader with a strong hidden source of radiation.  Alternatively, Arafat could have been exposed accidentally if he were in the presence of radioactive materials, such as might have been stolen for construction of a dirty bomb or other nuclear device.  In any case, radiation poisoning and the chance of nuclear assassins and WMD terrorists should be added to the set of possibilities that need to be addressed by the authorities before this beast is laid to rest.  If the PLO leader has been that close to a nuclear source, WE need to know about it now!

