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Human stupidity and ignorance will always trump knowledge, reason and logic.  First, stupidity and ignorance doesn't know when to quit and cares not what you think, only what it espouses.  Second, it and its practitioners are too ignorant to be able to understand anything not within their own, exclusionary world view.  Third, Mankind is mostly made up of "sheep" looking for a shepherd.  Monkeys are more adept at puzzle-solving and figuring things out for themselves than the average person.  In a recent poll, 98% of those responding professed being either religious or believing in a God of some kind.  Of course none could ever conclude they had actually seen God with their own eyes.  (I guess the ones that could attest to that have been locked up in the looney bin for delusional behavior).  The "faithful" just want to believe so badly that we are the unique, handmade product of a Big Daddy/Bogey Man that allows them not to take any responsibility for their misbehaving or moral lapses.  The remaining 2% were made up of Popes, priests, ministers, high-ranking politicians, dictators plus atheists.  In other words, those seeking control and power over others plus those who clearly see the lie that the rest live in.  

 

Religion is a powerful psychological tool, a fore-runner of modern day "brainwashing" that is used to influence and control people.  Promise them an "afterlife" and they will do your bidding blindly and without regard for self-preservation nor the pain they inflict.  Not likely that we will complete the Renaissance before another Darker Age takes hold again.  500 years ago, it was the Inquisitors.  In 50 years it will probably be the Purifiers that come knocking on your door in the middle of the night.  Science and modern society are built upon a thin layer of ice that is rapidly melting out from under us through the effects of global warming and religious zealotry, downgrading of educational institutions and social/political polarization.  Science has no self-preservation aspects built into it.  There are no Knights Templar or Jihadists to pick up the gauntlet of battle and protect science' existence from the revisionists (like those who created the Creation Museum) that seek its destruction.  Again, billions of "followers" are now being reeducated and purified of modern technological contamination by the Imams of Islam, the bishops and popes of Catholicism, the ministers of evangelism, and the priests of Christian fundamentalism.  With a few words and TV delivering their brainwashing messages, millions can be mobilized to march, confront, riot, and burn any "heretics" that fall in their gunsights.  The news is full of assassinations of abortion clinic doctors, burning down such facilities, and the insistence on keeping religious dogma in our governmental and educational processes.   Examples include the 10 Commandments display in the Supreme Court house, the Pledge of Allegiance, In God We Trust on our money, and GWB's giveaway of hundreds of millions of tax dollars to religious-based groups to mention a few).  No, I don't see any real chance for Mankind to emerge from the antediluvian muck of its own Dark Side, as Darth Vader alluded to.

 

So on a scale of one to ten I would rank our long-term ability to survive as an evolving and progressive civilization at somewhere between 0 and -5.  

 

But keep the faith, in any case.  We may all have to make a hasty retreat to the North Pole after it warms up enough there and set up a new society.
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